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BOARD OF FINANCE 

TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

11 RYE STREET 

BROAD BROOK, CONNECTICUT, 06016 

 

 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING   

Wednesday, March 28, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

 

***These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting*** 

 

Regular Members Present: Jerilyn Corso (Chairman), Cindy Herms, Kathy Pippin, Bill Syme,                         

Sarah Muska, Karen Christensen 

Regular Members Absent: All Regular Members were present 

Alternate Members Present: Alan Baker, Danielle Godeck 

Alternate Members Absent: All Alternate Members were present 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:   
 

Chairman Corso called the Public Hearing to Order at 7:00 p.m. The Board stood for the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, March 28, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the East Windsor Town Hall (11 Rye Street, 

Broad Brook, Connecticut, 06016) 

 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to appoint Alan Baker as a member 

until Cindy Herms arrives. 

In Favor: All                               Opposed: None                                  Motion: PASSED 

 

Chairman Corso went over the presentation from the Board of Education and the Budget 

Proposal to the Board of Finance. To see both of these presentations they are hereto 

attached as Attachment A (18 pages) and Attachment B (10 pages) respectively.  

 

Chairman Corso opened the floor up for public participation. 

 

Bob Lyke, 80 Rye St: Stated that there is a lot going on and it is a great opportunity to get some 

development going in this town and he thinks the town should spend some money to get a 

fulltime developer. He thinks that the Town needs to be marketed to the public. He hopes the 
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Board can see the difference between cutting costs versus increasing revenues through the good, 

ambitious and yet positive investing in the economic development person. 

 

Al Floyd, 40 Winton Rd:  he is a member of the Board of Trustees at Warehouse Point Library. 

Their budget request was 6% but the Board of Selectman dropped it to 0%. He is asking for the 

Warehouse Point Library be restored to at least 6%. 

 

Fran Neill, 153 Melrose Rd: As a parent of school age children it concerns her that the budget 

for the schools has been reduced by almost $5 million over the last 6 years. As a district strides 

have been made to bring the test scores and performance up. She wants her hard earned tax 

dollars to go to educating her children. Better schools mean better property values. She would 

like the BOF to give the BOE what they are asking for.  

 

Debbie Williams, 5 Hayfield Ln:  Stated that the children are our future and they deserve 

everything that the Board of Educate can give to them. She also says that both libraries are a 

strong part of the community. 

 

Kathy Bilodeau, 343 Scantic Rd:  Thought the Chairman of the Board of Education did a great 

job with the presentation. A 2% increase is a significant decrease because of the contractual 

obligations. About $5 million has been cut out of the operating expenses over the last 5-6 years. 

She also stated that the number of Choice children has doubled and that is so they can get greater 

funding from the State. They have done great things in the last 6-8 years. She wants the Board to 

consider that and not make any changes to the Board of Ed budget. 

 

Ed Filipone, 22 Scantic Rd:  Stated he would like to convince the Board to reinstate the 

$32,000 to the Fulltime Salary line in the Police Departments budget. He stated that there are a 

lot of contractual obligations that the Town must meet. If they don’t meet these obligations it 

will cost a lot more in legal fees. The Police have been very frugal with their budget and try to 

put money back in at the end of the year. He thinks the Town has a good Police Department and 

they provide excellent service. 

 

Bob Leach, 39 Church St:  Stated he would like to expound on what Mr. Filipone mentioned. 

The Police submitted a level service budget and there was less than a 1% increase this year. He 

stated that to zero the budget and cut the salary line is irresponsible in his opinion. He thinks that 

prudent budgeting will fall on the shoulders of the Board and he asks that the Board restores the 

salary line and the burden is all on the Board.  

 

Joanne Drapeau, 30 Folkstone Rd. Apt C: States that she was there to represent the Friends of 

the Library and agrees with Al to please restore the Library budget back to at least 6%.  

 

Elyse Spielberg, 244 Rye St:  Would like to thank the Board of Finance for their time and 

dedication to the Town. Supports the Warehouse Point Library and went on to explain the many 

excellent things that the library has to offer. She stated that last year the library had a budget 

freeze and asks the Board of Finance to reconsider the budget freeze recommended by the Board 

of Selectman. She states the 6% increase is a small amount of money that will go a long way to 
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help the library. The library is a gem in Town and needs dollars from the Town of East Windsor 

to shine.  

 

Vic DeCapua, 34 Tromley Rd:  Warehouse Point Fire Department requested $432,000 from the 

Town to operate the Fire Department. This amount is the same as the amount that Broad Brook 

Fire Department had submitted to the Town. He states that the Warehouse Point Fire Department 

was forced to tax the people of the Warehouse Point Fire District because the Town would not 

take care of the buildings and motor vehicles that they have.  This has caused the people to pay 2 

taxes, 1 a fire tax and 2 a Town tax. They were hoping that by being reinstated into the budget 

they could reduce the fire tax and make up the difference for their operating budget. This is the 

third year of the fire tax and they would like to see it stopped. They request that the Board of 

Finance reinstate these funds and put them on equal footing with the other fire department in 

Town. 

 

Russell Williams, 5 Hayfield Ln:  Would like to echo the sentiment on the Board of Ed budget. 

He feels that the schools are the backbone of the community and is really concerned that people 

are leaving Town because of the schools. He feels like it is time to really start investing in them 

to draw people into the community. He feels that a 5.7% increase is enough, he feels like they 

really need to support the schools. He also thinks that cutting the Police Department budget is 

ludacris.  

 

Richard P Pippin, Jr, 37 Woolam Rd: States that he finds this budget to be ludacris. He would 

like to know where all the money is going to come from. The growth in the State is not 6.25% it 

is about 1% if that. They are spending money that should not be spent. The District chose the tax 

and the Charter does not allow for the Town to repair the buildings because they own them and it 

is in the Charter. They were offered alternatives and they flatly refused. This budget is way over 

inflated and he thinks it should be sent to the people just the way it is and let them see just how 

ridiculous it really is. 

 

Marie DeSousa, 10 Rice Rd:  Would like to know how both Broad Brook Fire Department and 

Warehouse Point Fire Department could have the same exact budget. They don’t have the same 

equipment and buildings so it looks like there is some preconceived notions and she would like 

to know what that increase is going to do for Broad Brook. She does not think the Town can 

afford the 2 part time positons proposed for the 2 offices to share plus looking for 2 part time 

building inspectors. She does not think that economic development is the way to go this year. 

She is also concerned about the postemployment benefits of $85,000 should be checked and it 

may hurt the Town. She also thinks that whomever is running the Broad Brook Library they are 

doing a great job and thinks they should be given something this year. 

 

Cathy Simonelli, 71 Depot St:  States that she supports the Board of Ed comments and Police 

comments that have been made to fund those departments as they should be. She would also like 

to talk about the cuts made to Capital Improvements, there are $883,000 that is already dedicated 

to projects and can’t be taken away. That leaves about $20,000 to fund the rest of the projects on 

the list. She feels this does not work for the Town. She is asking for the money to be restored to 

CIP. 
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Jim Barton: 158 South Water St:  He would like to try and clear up some things about the fire 

department. They are trying to get back to some sort of fairness in the Town with the fire 

departments and the extra tax for the fire district. The exact same amount for the two budgets is 

designed to make it fair.  

 

Bill Loos, Melrose Rd:  Stated that in other towns the Town Treasurer takes care of both the 

Town budget and the Board of Ed budget and wants to know why this Town can’t do the same 

thing. He thinks that they should get rid of the assistant Superintendent of schools. He also would 

like to know why the Superintendent has a $5,000 Travel expense when no other Town office 

has that much for travel. He would like to have the $32,000 put back in the budget for the extra 

person to help out during the day. 

 

Karen Levintan, 5 Joseph Farm Rd:  Would like to agree with Elyse Spielberg that the library 

is a gem. She then went on to explain the many programs that the library has to offer. She thinks 

the 6% should be restored for the library. 

 

Nicole DeSousa, 25 Laurel Circle: She does not think that sharing the Treasurer is something 

that can be done. She also states that both the Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent 

are both needed and cutting those positions is something they would not be able to do. 

 

 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to adjourn at 7:43 p.m. 

In Favor: All                               Opposed: None                                  Motion: PASSED 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rebecca D’Amicol, Recording Secretary 
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